
IMMERSE YOURSELF IN A WILD BUSH STORY



TRAVERSING THE ANCIENT LANDSCAPE OF THE 

FLINDERS RANGES IN OUTBACK SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 

THE ARKABA WALK IS A FOUR-DAY EXPERIENCE THAT 

IMMERSES WALKERS IN THE STORY OF THE LAND

DAY ONE

ARKABA HOMESTEAD TO BLACK’S GAP CAMP

Set off on foot through the basin of Wilpena Pound before walking

onto Arkaba’s private wildlife conservancy for the edge of the pound

and descending to Black Gaps Camp

DAY TWO

BLACK’S GAP CAMP TO ELDER CAMP

A challenging hike through creeks and broken country approaching

the foothills of the Elder Range to Elder Camp

DAY THREE

ELDER CAMP TO ARKABA HERITAGE HOMESTEAD

Walk across varying terrain through Mallee and cypress forests

before ascending the beautiful Red Range for views across the

neighbouring ranges and crossing Arkaba Creek to arrive at the

Arkaba homestead

DAY FOUR

ARKABA HERITAGE HOMESTEAD TO ARKABA WOOLSHED

Relax in the library or by the pool with a book, take an optional

scenic flight over Wilpena Pound or walk along the creek to the

historic Arkaba Woolshed



DAY ONE – ARKABA HOMESTEAD TO BLACK’S GAP CAMP

Meet your guide at Arkaba Homestead at 10.00am and, over a cup of tea, listen to an informative

briefing of what to expect over the coming days and nights. Depart by road for the 35 minute drive to

our starting point at Wilpena Pound Resort and set off on foot on the first leg of the trail. The distance

today is approximately 12 km, from Wilpena Resort into Wilpena Pound, crossing the interior before

the brief ascent to the rim of the Pound. From here, enter the Arkaba Wilderness and descend off the

lip of the Pound to Black’s Gap Camp.

Expect to walk into camp at around 5.30pm in time to settle in; take a hot bush shower and enjoy a

cuppa or something a little stronger, while enjoying the evening light on the Pound behind camp. Our

camp is located between Bunbinyana Range and Wilpena Pound, on a site previously occupied by a

shepherd in the late 1850s. His stone chimney place still exists and we camp overlooking the creek

where he used to take his water. Our guides and camp assistant will prepare a three-course camp

dinner, taken al fresco under the evening sky and accompanied by fine wine and some interesting

tales about Arkaba and the Flinders area. Turn in to our deluxe swags and enjoy a night under a

canopy of stars.

Day 1 is approximately 12km, 4-5 hours



DAY TWO – BLACK’S GAP CAMP TO ELDER CAMP

Day 2 is approximately 10-14km, 6-7 hours

Today’s walk covers a magnificent 10-14km of distance - depending on fitness and interest we can

vary the route accordingly. This day is arguably the most scenic, as we move out from Black’s Gap

into the rolling hills more suited to the sheep farming activities previously carried out across the

property, with more open vistas. The first 2km of the hike will follow the famous Heysen Trail through

Black’s Gap itself. Today’s section of the walk provides fascinating insight into the pastoral history of

the region, passing through areas that once were cultivated for wheat, pausing at old shepherds’

camps and mustering yards, with Red and Grey Kangaroos and emus all regular sightings. The last

leg of the day will take us slightly west into the hills and up to the very base of the Elder Range among

beautiful stands of native Cypress trees.

Our luggage and swags will have been transported by vehicle to our new camp - Elder Camp - and

we will again expect to arrive into camp around 5.30 pm in time for a hot shower, a 3 course dinner

and another beautiful night under the stars.



DAY THREE – ELDER CAMP TO ARKABA HOMESTEAD

Day 3 is approximately 10-14km, 6-7 hours

Wake to the glorious morning light on the Elder Range directly ahead and above you. The pace will

be unhurried, with plenty of time to stop for photographs, bird watching, botanizing and discussion.

We will traverse multiple habitats today, as we move south east – the first few kilometers will be

amongst the hill country at the foot of the Elder Range, traversing mature Mallee and Native Pine

forests as we cross Slaty Creek - This creek holds water well into the dry season and sometimes

offers the opportunity to drink from crystal clear, ice cold springs. From here, we progress up to the

ridge top of the beautiful Red Range before beginning our descent to Arkaba Creek. The riverbank is

home to hundreds of magnificent River Red Gums, and is quite spectacular. With strategic stops

along the way for rests and relaxing lunch in a shady spot, we will expect to arrive at our final

destination – Arkaba homestead, in early-mid afternoon.

Enjoy a taste of Wild Bush Luxury at Arkaba’s homestead: a beautifully prepared meal and some

excellent South Australian wines in a quintessentially Australian outback setting before retiring for

your final night.



DAY FOUR – ARKABA HOMESTEAD TO ARKABA WOOLSHED

Your hosts will ensure a friendly and personal level of attention that is typically ‘down to earth’ but

does not lose sight of the attention to the small details that are so important in delivering an

outstanding outback experience. The real luxury at Arkaba comes in sharing this spectacular

conservancy with just a handful of other guests.

Enjoy a leisurely breakfast at the Arkaba Homestead and a few options to fill your morning. A

comfortable library with deep leather armchairs and a large stone fireplace provides some seclusion

for enjoying a quiet drink and a good book. The sun lounges by the swimming pool might just be

calling your name. There is also the option of a self-guided walk along Arkaba creek to the historic

Arkaba Woolshed. The walk is 6km round trip and is also possible by vehicle for those who are

interested. Still to this day you will find names etched on the stone wall of shearers gone, dating right

back to the late 1800s.

Check out is required by 11:00am today.

Day 4 optional walk is 6km, approximately 2 hours



SLEEP AND DINE UNDER THE STARS AT OUR 

SIGNATURE SWAG CAMPS

Each camp has five permanent swag decks. The low timber decks are slightly elevated, and each

have a ½ metre corrugated iron screen around three sides, to give privacy – the fourth side is left

open to the views over the countryside, while above you is the night sky and a canopy of stars. There

is also a sheltered section of your swag deck, in the event of wind or rain. Your bed is a ‘swag’ – the

bedding of choice for generations of Australian pioneers, a canvas envelope that is comfortable and

waterproof, protecting you from the elements. Inside each swag will be an all season’s sleeping bag

with liner.

Each camp site has two waterless composting toilets – each in their own little ‘dunny’ shed and

strategically located to enjoy the best of the views. Each camp has two bush showers – essentially

buckets that will require filling by hand with water warmed on the fire, and equipped with taps to

regulate the flow. Some special Wild Bush Luxury touches ensure these showers will be a feature of

your trip!



THE ARKABA HOMESTEAD, AT THE FOOT OF THE ELDER RANGE, 
IS POSSIBLY THE MOST BEAUTIFUL

OUTBACK PROPERTY IN THE COUNTRY 

The final night is spent in the comfort of Arkaba’s tastefully restored homestead, a member of Luxury

Lodges of Australia. Arkaba’s rustically chic 150 year old homestead is an exclusive outback

experience. As the layout of the original homestead has been retained, each room has a character of

its own and has been named after early settlers, explorers or property owners. Each of the five

guestrooms has its own ensuite bathroom and opens out on a shaded verandah with private views of

the surrounding ranges. The décor has been hand-fashioned by wildlife artist, Rosie Woodford-Ganf.

Bedheads are fashioned from recycled fence posts and fleeces, curtains tied back by gumnut tassles,

lights are perched on explorers’ tripod theodolites. The Arkaba Homestead retains a real sense of

history and place.



SOUTH AUSTRALIA IS ONE OF AUSTRALIA’S GREAT CULINARY 
STORIES. ITS SOILS AND CLEAN AIR PROVIDING THE KEY NATURAL 

PARAMETERS FOR FRESH AND INNOVATIVE PRODUCE



PACKING GUIDE

WHAT’S INCLUDED
Expert field guides 

Two night’s camping in deluxe swags 
on our signature star beds

One night in the rustically chic 150 year old 
Arkaba Homestead, member of Luxury 

Lodges of Australia

All gourmet meals including trail snacks

All drinks including premium South 
Australian wine

Support vehicle for transporting 
your luggage between camps

Suitable hydration backpack for your use 
though you are welcome to bring your own 

water bottle if you would prefer

Sock Protectors

Fly net

Basic toiletries

National Park entry fees 

WHAT TO BRING
 Hiking boots offering good ankle support and 

are well worn in

 Light long pants – eg zip-off leg types or 

shorts

 Light wicking shirts (with SPF 

recommended) or light cotton shirts, 

preferably long-sleeved

 Camera and spare batteries (no charging 

facility available until you reach Arkaba 

Homestead on day three)

 Wide brimmed hat, sunglasses and 

sunscreen

 Small personal first aid kit including blister 

protection and insect repellant

 4 pairs good socks 

 Pair of slip on shoes for wearing around 

camp in the evening

 Head torch for evenings in camp, with spare 

batteries

 Comfortable attire for evening around camp

 Warm Clothing for the winter months 

including a hat, thermals, scarf, gloves and 

fleece (May – August). Note: in mid-winter 

the nights and early mornings can be very 

cold

 Walking poles are optional depending on 

your preference

 Wind cheater / waterproof jacket

 Binoculars for wildlife and bird viewing

 Swimming costume to use outdoor pool at 

the Arkaba homestead (in season)

YOUR GUIDE WILL CARRY
Satellite phone and navigation aid for 

emergency use

Hand held UHF radio for communication

First Aid kit

Flora and fauna identification guides

Expert knowledge and passion!
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WALK GRADING

A WALKING HOLIDAY CAN BE A VERY PERSONAL EXPERIENCE  
ONE MAN’S STROLL CAN BE ANOTHER’S EXPEDITION 

The Arkaba Walk is a ‘moderate to challenging’ walk. You will cover between 6 to 15km per day over

steep, hilly terrain with some mountain scrambling. The route follows some thick vegetation, up

hillsides and rocky surfaces. You can be walking up to 7 hours per day with plenty of ascents and

descents and across uneven ground. Whilst you do not need previous trekking experience, a good

level of fitness is required.



LARGE NUMBERS OF RED AND WESTERN GREY KANGAROOS, 
WALLAROOS AND EMUS ARE REGULAR SIGHTINGS

60,000 ACRES OF PRIVATE WILDLIFE CONSERVANCY 
SHARED BY A PRIVILEGED FEW



CONTACT US TO PLAN YOUR WILD BUSH STORY

WILDBUSHLUXURY.COM

1300 790 561

http://www.wildbushluxury.com/
http://www.wildbushluxury.com/

